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phrase “cafeteria-style offenders” refers to the wide assortment of crimes 
committed by this group of offenders.13

Family Violence

Many crimes happen in families. In fact, available data suggest that we are 
more likely to be harmed by someone we know than by a stranger. Many of 
these acquaintance victimizations are cases of family violence. In general, 
three types of family violence exist: child abuse, intimate partner violence, 
and elder abuse.

Child abuse (or child maltreatment) refers to crimes of violence per-
petrated against a child by someone who has power over the child. The 
varieties of child abuse typically cited by researchers include physical abuse, 
neglect, sexual abuse, and emotional/verbal abuse. In 2012, 3.4 million 
reports of child abuse were made to social services.14 Of those reported 
cases, approximately 2.1 million were investigated and 686,000 were sub-
stantiated. The fact that the others were not substantiated does not mean 
abuse did not occur; it simply means that abuse could not be substantiated. 
Intentionally false reports of child abuse are rarely made to authorities.

Although all types of abuse are devastating, the consequence of child 
neglect can be especially serious in terms of the child’s health, long-term 
development, and emotional well-being. Neglect involves situations in which 
parents fail to provide children the level of physical and emotional care they 
need. Research shows that neglected children are more likely than abused chil-
dren to commit criminal acts, though all types of maltreated children are at a 
higher risk to enter lives of crime than are nonmaltreated children. Child abuse 
victims also have a higher risk of future victimization than do children who 
are not abused. In particular, boys who experience abuse are more prone to 
become partner abusers, whereas girls who experience abuse are more likely to 
be victims of partner abuse.15
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